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November 6, 2009

Eric Johnson,
Executive Director, WSAC

Re: WSACE Affiliate Report

Dear Eric,

On behalf of the Washington State Association of County Engineers (WSACE) I would like to submit this affiliate report summarizing the activities of the association for the past few months.

WSACE held its annual meeting this past June in conjunct with the WSAC joint eastern and western district meetings in Kennewick, Washington.  The annual meeting is the time we elect new officers and provide recognition for the prior year.  The 2009-10 officers are Brian Stacy (Pierce), President; Mark Storey (Whitman), President Elect; Joe Rutan (Whatcom), Secretary/Treasurer; Ryan Lopossa (Cowlitz), NACE Director; Todd O’Brien, Eastern District Representative; and Monte Reinders, Western District Representative.  Bill Oakes, Island County Public Works Director/County Engineer was recognized as the WSACE County Engineer of the Year after being nominated by the Island County Board of Commissioners.

WSACE appreciates the strong relationship with WSAC.  Two years ago WSAC and WSACE entered into a Memorandum of Agreement that lead to the creation of a managing director position for the WSACE affiliate.  A year ago, WSAC contracted with Gary Rowe, of GAR Consulting, Inc., to fill that role and we are happy with the results.  Having a voice for WSACE in Olympia during the legislative session and throughout the year has and will be a benefit for the association.  We look forward to continuing success and support from WSAC.

This past legislative session saw the successful passage of new legislation providing more flexibility in the use of construction performed by county forces.  Thanks, also, to Jim Potts for his dogged effort in getting this legislation passed.  We also want to thank the chairs of the House and Senate Transportation Committees for recognizing the need and supporting the legislation.  With the expected focus of the upcoming legislation on ongoing deteriorating state and local finances we don’t expect to see much in the way of new legislation for county roads.  We will, though, watch out for revived legislation from the last session that would have a negative impact on county roads and infrastructure.

Earlier this year, WSACE, with the help of WSAC, reached out to the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to find ways of improving the county/state relationship in project development and permitting.  This effort led to development of a framework agreement approved at our annual meeting.  While the process is ongoing, WSACE hopes to see improvements in the permitting process that reduces inconsistencies in permit conditions and improved processing times.  We are currently review WDFW’s proposal on bridge design that has raised concerns from several counties.  As this process unfolds, we will be looking to WSAC to help us work through the issues.  We can provide a more detailed briefing at your convenience.

WSACE will again be hosting its annual Professional Development Conference at the Skamania Lodge in Stevenson, Washington.  The conference will focus on leadership in difficult times which should provide needed insight into managing during these tough economic times.

WSACE recently submitted a bid to host the 2013 annual conference of the National Association of County Engineers (NACE).  We have submitted a proposal to host the conference in Tacoma, Washington and are looking forward to having NACE members from around the country visit the great Northwest.  WSACE last hosted the conference in 1996 in Seattle.  We are competing with two other state affiliates and will hear if we are selected at the 2010 conference in Fort Worth, Texas.  Putting on a conference of this magnitude is a big challenge for WSACE and we’ll be looking for support from all the county engineers around the state.  We are hopeful that WSAC will also be able to help out if we are selected.

Along with the support of and involvement in NACE, WSACE members are actively involved with NACo.  President Elect Mark Storey recently attended a fly-in with NACo to raise concerns about the Clean Water Restoration Act.  Mark attended several briefings about the issue providing information about the potential impacts from this legislation.  We will continue to be involved with and support our national associations.

As you are aware, the fiscal issues facing counties goes beyond those departments and programs funded by General Fund revenues.  As revenues decline the pressure for increasing diversions of road taxes will likely go up.  With deteriorating gas tax revenues, limited growth in property taxes, uncertain federal funding ever increasing costs are making it more and more difficult for counties to maintain and improve roads.  WSACE is developing information in support of defining local transportation needs when new transportation funding ideas are developed.  We want to work with WSAC in preparing our best case for local funding when it comes up in the next biennium.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this update.  If you have any questions, please let me know.

________________________
Brian Stacy, P.E., Pierce County Engineer
President, WSACE
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